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INTRODUCTION

Short historical sketches from the pers of Revs. J. A W. Kiesch, C. J.
Reicharet, and J. 8. Herold have been writters in the past. The fcst detailed account
Of the frst century of St. Jok's Church, Canajohaie, N. Y. r

of it contenaial colebration, October 6-15, 1935, The auther hoe sarefatly sutiod
the Minutes of the Church Council and of the congragational meetings, as well s
the church records of ministerial 2cts. Until 1900 the German, larrge e et
fishuiely b the miistarsand seccotarie of che hurch chest contain!
Tegal papers, iom it il e wet Phced ot the udhors S oot
e coments were stdivd and some i e saet

Additional information has becn found in the “Memorial e o the
Hartwick Synod” (1881), Rev. Dr. Joha Nicm's “History of the New York
Minstriun’ 885, the Souveri Basklows of e 10t Amssernts 1908y 208 o8
the 80th Anaivarsacy (1915), the “Biographical Rocord” published by the Philadeiphia
Seminary (1923), and the author's own collection of newepaper clippings (1927-1035).

The compiler recogaizes kis indebtedness (o the "Cansjobarie Radii” and the
iud pe

Conajoharie” ané “Scools and Charches of Cansjeharie”, sud of his own voones
on “Canajoharie and the World War” and bis short histary of Canajokack
“Clinton-Sulfivan S Cenenel’ axd *Cursotsce Comrsial” pogram [y
to Miss M or the use of a paper on “Barly Churches of Canajoharie”
e bater cmm <o Jobn Rlinkhart and Chacles W. Scharll for facts concers-
ng the firsc church and the Civil War period, and to & mumbes of church members
o hare raciont setmisnd hotonanie o Srmen pvtos ant of S emr
Pictures of some of the sarlier ministers cosld not be obtained.

May this centonnial history not orly inform our peaple concerning the past,
but also guide them in the prese, and inspire shem to cven grester ackievements
in the centuries o come. To the Almighty Father in Heaven, withoat Whose favor
and blessing a1l human eforts must fail, be glory, thanksglving, snd praise evermore
through Jesus Christ our Lord,

HERMAN F. VESPER
Juiy-Avguse 1955



FOREWORD

rch and Sate; we Amecans beleve

separ: £ hem, but the State would not
Tong sorvive without the Churc. Law 1ot
would mot exist, nd chack would prevail.

become  staluwart
American citizens.
fovsh for tiberty. Lreedom,

et vty e congraguion bas made

rame for itscif in this

0x s idradth anniversacy, we,
e chizens of Camajobaris, ofier ous hevrcient

iiens <o pusior nd people, of Saim
]qkwinnﬂi‘\‘u] Lutheran , and wisk you

e o i s 0
otk or God and Cou
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®ur Gentennial Prayer

74" twiuirty God, e Dear Father in Bexven; we come 1o the celebration of
ot ot . e

neacts. All glory. pratse aud fono be ta Chee, hear Fathor, Thou bust
seen it to bless ome feckle efforts 1 be of serute fo Thes o Ghy Kungdom.
s et gioen ta e Sehees hefoee 15 and 0 05 all geace and yomrr G
Saith d Lo Seow v Fiegh, W thautk Tier or the Sty ol onr Fatheen and
‘Sothers who foumded sud custinned tis shureh of Thine. e thavk Thee that
1w fan fiaue Lrsrned f0 bnom Gher and that we haue beey privitensd fo rome to
Ger. And now we yray for Ty geral merry o ws 35 we colebrate Gue
Ficudesd Hrars af Bernice. WL Tyna b wth w5, guaed ws Fram the homghl
uf @ mere celsiation. iy our Centesntal Seeviee tuaptee us to greaiee Loty
i bring futo ow brasts geeater zeal. Way ene dear dimrel live o 70 Inaubls,
drooted secoice. Bless us dear Father as we wreship Thee.  Chees ou sich
and snrromta ey those fo nesd.  Grot us spen hraris 1 hear Thy Holy
Ward med g ands o carry o, e ask 4 all tn Peses Name, Amen.




T * ) =

THE HISTORY OF ST. JOHN'S LUTHERAN CHURCH
“A CENTURY OF TRIUMPHANT FAITH"

Chapter 1
HUMBLE BEGINNINGS
e frst Lutherans came to Conajoharie in the eighteench century. For among
hoss eay pionser o scied in e Mobak Valey from 1125 omwacd were o
Germans who were followers of Martia Luther. Heinrlch
Schracrling, & Pelatine, arrived at Canaiobece whose 1730 and kepe » vaverns o
and il Tobanrs Rueff (

. Miller, D. D., wh
prinspaisip of Harswick Seminay. e sersize of i chareh wire comiueisd
English fanguag

It scoms, mowevar, that « group of Germarspasking Lutherans bad secled
e, e, sosteme, iiers, s, bremrs, powalldor, and merctaats,
nd of the English-speaking chorcl

th, and interests that had theix com;

determined to to bear the Divine Word,

sacear religious organization v

o , sang_from the hyma-books they had

of their sumber road  princed sormon, and probably

& Luther's Small Catechism or which th cen nartured from their

Fouth up. In 1834 the existence of this primitive organization became known 10 the
York. , Lacheran Synod

Sounded in 135, and is tertory extendd bavond o Tpie Siao to New Jerey,

tied -
o then 1 st & i e poceon of she e Yok

bis residence at Fort Plain an the
i 150 o Febreaey, 1555 1o anmsncs o thess

ce:
Tame of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Ghost, to be known as St Joh's

ri21
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Evangclical Lutheran Church of Cansjohaie, Montgomery County, N. ¥.* At this
et e they lected Con Schart nd G Sauerent tostes o the cwrent
sear, and thought it best nat to elect elders wntil the next annual mestion, v

the frst of Jaouary 1836,

The s of Germens atening i st meeig s ot nows, bt 0 50
ftoving Baser Sondey, April 01, and Pemecost, Tave 7an sistytwo mon wnd

M. and M
Keaft, Mo an ot Sckare, Mr. and Mrs. Augoss Sisingsebor, Catl Serasirmon,
Feuts Kouhe Frans Ovle M. 20d M Heoes Foier and o, Srchis Sompire

Ciw %ﬁ‘yjﬁ%f
é

e ot Cmoare w2t

n the yeas 1835 And on was in the White House for a socond term as
e sevants Brascins oF s Dot e, e Europe had scnt thousands
erica, whers, in this Land of Promiss, they

rogres

e every prospect of growih and cuccess The furire

0 Lutherans of Canajoharic. Already in 1836,
e mext year tionty e Souls ware s4468 1 he indant £ongeogecion, maors » (6l
oF s seven, excistoe of chideen B

1]
© it Uilinm Seaann, W8 V. Cond s, ilin 2l amd
Withe,.



Chapter 11
JOHN EISENLORD, THE FOUNDER

Let us peuse for @ moment to become better acquainted with the clergyma

pa grand-
nseor,came o Ameria from Wt many, about 1765 and
dod In the P.\Jmn: districe. Ho was

real

[ s 4

0 the “Cuisacbors” chuce, dedlsatea 1666, To his comarogaion bt was called 1s
e, nd it wos duing e pastoree thre I 1838 tat b become ntreted I
e Gerrnam Tuthrans. o . sisted them in the founding of (heic
ongtairion. Thus, Aroutsth Uluscions Elveiord fumily, St Tons Chareh may
ruoe its ancosmy o the German pitriow W fought valgntly undar Geneel
the War for Tndependence. Rev. Eisenlord married Maria Fox, who
ik Docemer 12, 1807 Thets o Alanze, Abrorer and Beer, wers sorteoss and
physicians. Jobn and James were farmers with good educations. One daughter,
Mary Thissbet, died Decesber 76, 189, agot 20 years® This generation of Tinen:
“ras active in the Stone Arablz st

o John Tianlors misisned o the Cutajcharie Germans fom Rebrusey

1935t peing o 156 Toe scac eeecons fer M shore pavorecs sre mo
e e i psasonce was necaua sk Home v e Baviog, e e
intcr of 1836. Here at the family homestead ke erected a pulpit platform and

i gl,ma;to.x.‘m
o}«.‘u,ﬂ«u,ﬂ “
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prosched to his neighbors. [t is said that in late
Paisiine Beidge. O Mogember 17, 165, at the ripe age of 83 yiars, he puseed 10
s everlasting reward. He Jies buried in the litfle cemetery situated to the west of

= he conducted a store in

tne farmhouse midst the members of his family. A handsome monument in the form
of an ohelisk seemounts the grave. On s bao are four inseriptlons. cach cepresent:
ing one genarain, "An oramentl iron fene surrounds he Goehudoved bt
e isenlord aw e “hurch ballt and rejoiced in ts progress, Misy the

St Jubts Charch slways rovere the memory of thia plameer piator
e founand 3 comturs !

Chaptes 11T
THE CHURCHLESS CONGREGATION

% b and the prospects being most bright at the time,
ettt mard o ehevers edlled & successn to T foumter and

1,65,
ngs 5o puncs, bt o 1630 yeusly subucip:
mest however, the young
‘Pistor Meyer

d moved away, due to
romaining meré mok able 10 Spors  pasor, and Few. Meyee

resigaed in 1830,

On May 13, 183 the Rev. Chuistian W, C, Stz vld 3 ol serman and
cacoved s unmniraous el Th sow ot of members Somained sevonc
e e commmuming that ear wes ineto-nwo, Alto In 1893 the Ar record of

r1s]
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8 rtrmacion sppases I 04 caee were Wilkelnins Strassman, Crrloe Wil
ophia and Wilbelmina Dorbavm.  During his pastorate here Rev. Schmits
il a¢ SEy-csht baptisas, ffceen Mionemations Toree aseiasen s
minsteen fune

' congregation continued to worship In the Academy for some time, but took
e oot sap e s s o o g o 2 chasing 3 lot

by Montgomery St Maple Ave, A
e5, sroves of cedars and pines, 4 swamp, and a quarry occupied this large
arly crection of  chapel was hoped for, but
e years for this dream ta be On November 19, 1840, a
made hor oty Eamilies, and
Serme membes suecod o, but 184 4 o
of onc hundred and thicty persons were stil ¢ . Jobie Chu

On October 2, 3642 tha Rev. Chrisias St was succcided by Rev. George
Saul. He camo from Albany o toke charge of hoth the Canajoharie avd Fort

New York

Chapter 1v
THE FIRST CHURCH

| momts edors s mesing of Zebruary 20, 1504 it was decidod 0 b 5

Subscriptions were to be

rom the members and

Lutheran €1
e Pt Stons Circh Dited Tanonry 3, iht4_srmmie



s iyt one i when te il are . o2 K when frished, and
he balan:

e in ane year from the Raishing and cempletion of said Church.’ The Bul
ing; Commitcee cansisted of Henry Carsten, Carl Scharf, George Pilne cm Ebem,
nd George Rlvmenschneidsr. Several lists of subseribers are still sxtant, 4 we

of February, and from it the pastor reads by

Work on this little chapel, whose dimensions were 30 x 80 fect, was begaa i
the spring. Iis stones wers taken from a neighboring quarry. The entrance was on
o s

n front let in the light. The gabled roof was topped with 3 ventilator and 4 chiraney.
Two fows of seats with an aiste betwsen thats, 2 plain pulpis covered with alush, 1

melodeon, 1 tove, and u table made up. the farmisings. There was oo dtar.
entire cost of the church was to be SLOOD. OF this sum $700 was raised by the time
SE s feenton, The mombord respoated Ubesay.he Hghen s stcribed won
40.00, the lowest §100, princely sums in those days! The community also gave
liberaily.

e 231 of ot fke ctch s deficatd £ e oy aud
of the Triune God. The Rev. Henry
4 Scl:mxm. 2. D o Rew Nork peciormed
£ dedication, snd we can be certai
et e Tttt and o “werkors sejolesd

T s e alling tis, the deficit was
to be paid out of the pew sentals,
T Aagio of cais avontial yea of 1844

& Sunday School was organized. Sessions e ot Firt Churen v
o he Bela st oo ilock i the abrer. it Fit O v
oo st superis t e

Ok, 1nd Lndwig Tondertneck o the chldren. Tn sdditon to tre mors
e 4nd Sundzy Scloa, the congregtion esembied every Sunday aiumom at
Chree 7o 2 song: se new hymrs were to be learned with the help

(171
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black slate on which the notes were written, The frst child to be baptized i this
chiurch was Charles W. Scharff who is stil living
Tto appiicd for admission inio the

Covganizes Octobes 27, 1830 ot Schehrie) for 4 pester, aad in 164 the chisch wet
cecaived into merbsrship in this bods.
Chaprer v

THE HARTWICK PERIOD
¢ actic Synad sns Pk Willam Possco 1 Sl the vacancy, He
for

to sign that Synod's constitution. Its name is absent in the records of this Synod
aeing the 1650

ovember 185t malodean was purchased fo she mum of $125, Hinds were

ion vwsre was ordered to be bought. 1839 the

o reseve s sary of 375 an v sovton 558 Tor m sy Tabon, 1o

that year 4 motion to join the Hartwick Synod was lost, and Pastor Roell
tendered His restgnation

At St Mark's Lutheran Church, a few blocks it the R, Resn Duderick

2 member of the Hartwick Synod, wss,

4, 1854 the Gorman Luthorans requested b

ings. HMe consented to do this, and he remained wntil the spring of 1856,

[1



Chapter VI
MUELLER'S PRUITFUL MINISTRY
congregation now turned to the s for a pastos, and Valemtine

Mors
Munller consamied to verve thom Ho commonced b misstey 1o AP 1688, 300
Moravian offcials also insalled him fnto offce.

In spite of the frequent changes in pastorates and the troublesoms problems

et no sltar, and the melodeon stood fo one side, while & stove flled the oppasite

larged House of God, humble and simple as it was, gave the faithful

Commurion. In 2
o e sei ewontsighs bapeims, Simes e conmetons, sevents seven
marriages, and sixty-nine foncrals.

Wi pacdonsble pride th industrons pastor usd his selous fock rexd one

Hon
e mone, somenbas ke lati which you dout fad 1n every sand b

e Rew Valentine Ml lto desrvcs cceit for eablising besr rce
ons betwenn i conaregation and the It was denied by the Carsjo-
e e a Wartutch Syod: moverietos, i Avst 1555

(1]
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secretary Eenest F. Groffman was ordered to write fof 2 letter of dismissal &
his ontacization  In March 1860 certain Infuemnial members were sl o3posed 16

mestig of tae St a8 Rocherir I Septunber o] e conpremtion vis weepted
i Rev. Musller resigned from his
rtield i haeing xganized » mition s Bisecker, and. 190 mraitoncd o

Chapter VII
A BELL IS BOUGHT

The Rev. Joh David Hacger began his misistry here in October 1562, In

connection swith the local church he also preached at Blescker and Sprakers Basin.

was a zesions advacate of home and forcign missions, and he introdaced

which the svangelization of the wnchurched wnd wa-

of a panosage w aad
o vaened et e chirch be Furiner extcged. Tn Apet 1866 Brveet
Haeger accepted a cal to Saugerden.

Frem 1861-1655 the Civil War was torming North aud Sowth against one
another. The normal life of the cowntry was scriously disturbed, and the churches
tricd hevoieally to sustain the morale of the citizenry. A namber of young mea from

¢ the Usion. On Apsil 26, 1365 the funersi train of the
it Tincein passed hcough Patsine Beide, and sasy
mermhers crossed the tiver fo sce it g3

The successor of Hacger was the Rev. Justus Herman Voss. He swas promiscd
2 salury of $300, plus domations and & suit of clothes. In April 1866 he began his work.

A fecs fre anit (e Daluge Engine Co, ofered in forl 187 10 5oy 109
tcwacé tho purchase of a bell, provided that the members of the church @

feizens contribate additional sums, ad that the el et s o
the silisge, @ accepted, aud about §145 was subseription, On

The offer
May 36é the bell arcived from the Jones Bell Foundry in Troy, and C. A. Ebeling
s appointed sexton and bell ringer at an aumual cajary of wes uog.
in the little tower of the church xad is stll doing good service todsy.

(21

# lliipepe



Chapter VI

A LARGER CHURCH RISES
(e Lon posspaned resolwion o il 3w chuse was foaly ased n Tune
15, 1888, The new sancruary was to be erected on the same sitc, and Charles Tise,
A Bk, and Car Sceader were appointed o Stsipledges poyabie in e yesee
Voss, for reasass of health, left Cansjohcis the congrega-
on 16t compeliod o seck anedher st The aisciion of tne Rov: Pout 6T
Matschat of Amsterdam followed on July 15, 1865, The minutes of February 19, 1870

reveal s interesting sidelight upon the duties cf the sexton, Cacl Eveling, Jr.,
dly was expected to ring the bell foc church and Sunday School sevices,
heat the building and keep it clesn, open the d0ors and lock them again, carcy in woor

and coal For the new stove, trit the oil lamps, and keep the church lot in gaod order.
For tolling the bell at funerals he was to be paid exiza by tho mobrners

o 3 sble 0 undetake the buldog of @ o and lrger
churc, e B ora of priiies Sechoingt was Gremiag 108 s s e ecad
xpsmion and spiritusl advancement

ang the.
We shall lot the locs

" e Newr Gt with Stopie. Bl 1571
e 1 s ot the bavpy iy of the comerstone lazicg,

ing, and dedication

. ting ceremony of Tuying the cornerstone of the new church edifice
« Germsan. Eu:l\ge‘lca‘l Lusheran Church of this village, took place on Teceday
Ciatnoon i 1 ees wamoer o5 o Sssons o b o s g

Country and viluges sssembled on the sronnd where. tae buikiing will shordy be

ra1
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srected Tho Rev M. 1, U-Hofiman of Veroms caad e Sertprres and offred prayer
Then

village, They rave certinly chosen s besutif Iocation, i oo ointon, the nest T
imwn, The best wishes of the whole commumiy axe it the geuple of his church
eir d they are.
n (he Tavorable aumpices under which this mew edifce, Targer, more. elogam,
mposing, is begun. May it long stand fo send fortt its influence for od
Torouth Tl commaumiey, and o polns sar peopie heavemwEE

On Joy 28t the ouside wals were completed, by Sepieer St he seeple
e

ance. Wis
instrument. Tts a5 sbout §1,10¢ inside work was done through the
ints mondt, but befors the e chirch was compleed s seady for s dediaion,
Pastor Mazscht His successor, Rev. Franz Bernbhard Cunz, commenced

frgicluigieg - A

e dedication of the complated sGifice tosk olace on Wednsadas, Februn
1872 at three ser The lotal press
Piiahod the Selloming aceounis:
(e day dawned brighly and by, lling mary bearts wid

ely Hour the spacious audiencs woll Sited with eagor and. nissesced
Tetoaces.  The services of the moeoing commenced clock with an org
voluntary (Prof. Reuter of s guest organ the authem, “The Day
e Lyra Clus). The dedcaron serice was pert ev. A.
Wetzcl of Utica, assisted by Rev. C. H. Thor of Syracuse. An appropriate

e v preaced vy B, L, Gormdt of O o Poss 70 & ostin

rz1
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o Suidacing tho debt upen he church was tsken, and e ercises of tho
Inaruing Somluded wih sging 2o the bemediccar’ -

cises of the afternoon were opencd st 2 o'clock by 3 volurtary and

e for the Pasce of Jerusalem”. A sermon founded upon Tsaiah 6235.7,

and including the charge to both pastor and peopls was preached by Thor
The pastor-clect was then installed over hix charge trel,
5. Goredt and Thompson. of the forenoon and after.
amounted to $218. A very cnjoyable feature of the exerisc

tcumental. The full and rich-tonsd organ was well brought out

¢he siiliful and accomplished organist, Mr. Router of  orchestea
niment was nely rendered, and the hearty, zcalous, and cothosiastic G
Yolces attracted mush admiration and praise. The church edifice is a very substanti
an il house foe e worstiges who sbal gethr dare, and

Lutheracs ma Feel # scleran pride over the joys and blessings of this their

dediontion and Eenx o wmwal things. May the grear Head of the Church commend
His blessing

“The services of the evering, with the exception of the singing, wre rendered

to sbout §300. The services were concluded with “Praise God from Whom All
Blessings Flow”, and the people departed from the holy place with fregent and
Servent congratulations”.

The new church was described by the press ss follows:

“Mx. E. J. Ellithorp contracted its erection from dasigas by Mx. C. H. Morse,

frescoet in panels, the work being done by Mr. Heary C. Allawelt of Sysacuse. The
painting was done by Walrath and MeCarinay of thls place, The roof and steeple

Hagadorn having had that portion of the
ifice will be about $13,500". It may be added

church, Bxe
e fot half 5 comtury. 1n 1878 an iron weathervane wes placed an top of the stecsle.

121



Chapter 1X
PROGRESS DESPITE PROBLEMS

Rev.Cun Lot Caraiohuio i the spring of 182, a5 the Rov. Jo U. Hoffoan
sesame bia successor. He was to receive 2 selry of $500 snd domions, and the

sable
e o swon it the eveckon of 3 e chusch. T minivers were
ed o

fiman was followsd

- delegates recsived & hospitable
wwelcome in the néw chuzch as well 25 in the komes of the members.

While referring (0 the new church it might be pertinent to add, that the trustees
wece conscientiouly concernod in reduciag the debt thereon, and besiden this, they
wore alto tronblod about church funerals. The casket was permitted to be bronght
into he busement nditriom, but ot upsaire. and sh rites oz the dsad could be
cecited in cithior part of tho new church, as the fsmily wished. In later years, how-
T bodies were. carred imo the sinctuary.  Underiabers now comered. e
deceased to the cometery, but for a number of yasrs after 1831 the village owned the
bearse that wes used at all funerals, Tre Titurgy of the Sunday service seoms also.
o have been debated from cime to time. In 1865 the Conference supgested that &

e sbar which the Congrgatcn bud to more il i singing e sevce
Hartwig resigned in the spring of 1883 to scsept 4 call to Albary
(n the summer of 1853 the Rev. Frederick Stuectlin came joharie.

et s srioat s searess e aRdeced v sene 8 howee v she ieses o e
ears. Stoecklin handed in his resignation in December 1584, and the congre.

Rebuse offciated for 2 fow mort)



Chapter X

EXPANSION UNDER KIRSCH

On My 3, 1891 the Rev. John A. W. Kirsch assamed chargs. Under bis sble
leadership steady progress in material matters and continued growth in spiritual
thinge can bo recorded, Both ba and e fock £t honored to heve e e Sy

ra Shtn somal consention in Canajobari. Every comort sy provided for the
e emenes of i hucch wecs sieeed st e dopoul of the

Tarmanioss rlaiontiy v < desirable arrangeraent and 3 real bicssin
ey yosce M. Fred Stineman opresented the sharsh ax sl s
Somatice and Conterence sessio

e worthy clabrason of the 60t sorivereary bogan o be made in

of renovating
the jubiles, The congregation voted To improve and o beautify their beloved
sty for e ocession and the following men constied s Committee o1
Redecor:

his g
e e i oceation 353 was sentionted by thase confrmed i 7 Smorch
221 §80 by those confrmed in Germaa, a total which more than covered the cost of

eride the enovated chureh which the congregation now had in 1895, it siso
pesscsed sinee 1892 + ceskdence for it pastor. In March of that year the Ladics'
5 Socity inqived whothee it mighe purchase  acsosage and sxked for the xdvice
‘and aseistance of its fellow-merabers. The trustees appointed H. Shinsman and A.
o i o Tadios i i wmdervaki, A Sommodions, frame Ross ot 26

&3]
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s et three Blocks from ihe chuec met with genera spprovil and s sale
was eransacted. Kirsc bl seopi Seereet et sho e yese e e
:olﬂdhm:n[:ﬁnnpm uage.

. Jobuis Church of uflalo ws desirous of obiaining the servicas of Past

uly 2 call was exconded 1o the Rev. Avgust Tlies Schmitthenner of Corons, L. L.
a2 in Augost he begen his ministry here,

Chapcer X1
FURTHER IMPROVEMENTS

Daring the pastorate of Rev. Schmitthener English services were held on the

ed,
rer: Wentr, Scral, Schmit Wieeabe, Bt Wittoeon,
Horman, Schwabrow, Naegele, Rutishauser, Rearton, Nistman and Slaper.

Rev. Schmithenses gnd s fock aboerved the 25 smniversary o
cadication of the preseat chur

artwiz, K.
T 1898 the interior and sxterior of the
et 2 1903,

desp regref, since for seven

o he had =
el G e peopl it thy wers e rluctans o ave i teavs on B Seroon,
his next

‘The next pastor was the Rev. Charles Jolius August Reichardt, who toak up his
dutics in April 1903. The church was further irmproved a October 1903 by the in-
stallation of an electric light system casting $225. Fiandsome chandeliers wete husg
i ths chucch, and clostic lighs wers piaced in the arch and chancel. The ecensity
of introducing the English Ixngusge more genersily was now roalized
Kindars eckention 1o, conbuse Somemnion sermces 3n Begioh onoe Somey

Pontocost and New Year wns adopted. English svering services had beep heid
er ince February 1903, In Soptember of that vear an English Sunday
School class was osganized. Pastor Roichardt was authorized in 1905 to translats the
Germaz Constiation into Engiish and to order the printing of the same. Two years
Iater, the Conference having approved of it, priatsd copies were mad

Pites to observe the 10 amiversary wero frst male st 2 mosting of (ko

tostess in December 3904, Ths committeo chosen o e the detc of th clchration
o vark out a tnitable program somstred of Rev. Setchards. Heory Skiseman and

" Grorte Brown. On Suadag, October I 1905 a Geconsn Eonh

ducted at 10:30 'clock, the Rev. J. Christian Krahmer of Saugerties preaching the

Jublleo mescage. At 2:30 P. M. the Rev. G. C. Berkemeier, D. D. of Mt. Vernon

(21
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y69cessed the Sunday oo, he Rev. C. T, Teans of For Plfn adressed tho Juicr
League, and the Rev, Krahmer apoke 1o the Bible Clasa =t an Eng

= oday Sehocl Fad 18 offcars and teachers, sxty-six
Seholare, and a Pastor's Bible Class with forty-ons men and women members.

cagust 1906 an offer 10 install new pews In the church at their exponie was
imade sy by the Ldie” AIQ Sociay and e Lther Lengue, The ffs was accepid:

movad. ved ps

rore nraled, Thess aw Senings made pocetle 3 wice sie o the m.m and
narcower sisles on sach side. Another change was the building of stairs from
Pasior’s xoom below to 2 place near the chancol upscairs, New carpet was also laid.

wal mesting of the congsegation in Augnst 1907 it was voted
o el S Tobn's Skt Jemnes).

hacie November 15, 1910,
Hi pastorate of seven years and seven monts Tad been the longest fn o bitory
congrega
Chapter XII
A NEW ORGAN AND OTHER INNOVATIONS
Befors Pastor Reichardt had left for Peansylvania the Prosident of the German
Gontorence of the New York Syaod offere bis sid in sscuring » prsor. The congre-

gation, without Pastor or Syrod, had become the coveted object of atteation on the
part of other Synods. Tho Conference president was invitod to preach in Noveraber.

sexvices over so long & period hud proved to be a short-sighted policy, young people

()
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g been ot o ot churchs, thus oliting up fmils whote church member:
o ot bave v ole S Johms Church, Catechetical nstrucion
and mr.mm.. were now o mited in ot T nutes.

i Beutiin The cosam of iesoing 3 paated ropore o8
T it <ot dons 428 o eparee o g ot
begw

Steps e ke i i 50 procurs 2 now and larger organ through the
£00d graces  one of America's great inds

Ties Tours Bicrbuoer, e 1555 the Eathfal and <hciont oeganiet of the charch
continued hor rinisery of msic an his new and hetter medium of religious worship.
On Mareh 17, 1912 the new pipe oxgan was dedicated.

L 1911 8, Joh's Chusch oFred s auisoium for he Meaoria Day servce
of the G. A. R. and for the baccalaureate Sorvice of the High School graduati
class. These annual services rotate among the village chirches ever since that time.

The ulex envelose cratem was rroduced In 1913 for the pussoss of b
crossing the fancil facome for nurh support sod for beneuolent cavses, The

sod arvess Fenia colcions Soo added to the receipi.
e ear e .mmm.. aE conducting all services fa
- :

they wentad, and it is well that they did, for what church
coula len: s whinow b dipenble commseh ek suppors of s Fukhiad By
and M

Pestio severed bis comnstion with tiy churh on September 1, 131
-

155 the e oxganisations have enjoved the mow Zordial relatioms sver s

1513
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The 80rh anniversary of the congrogation was joyously cbserved September
20th to October 5, 1915, A handsame souvenis progeam was issued to commemorate
the jubliee, and from this booklet we learn that on the suaiversary committes were
Rev. Herold (chairman), Fdward Shineman (sectetary).

Addressca were delivered by Rov. Hugo W. Hoffman, Ph. D. of Brooklyn, Rev.
Frankiiz K. Fretz, Ph. D. of Easton, Pa. and Rev. G. C. Berkemeier, D. D. of Mt
Vermon. Inierior ghotographs of the church show sevoral changes made since the
70th asniversary in 1995. Three large oil paintinge sdora the front wall a5 memorisl

e Tntrior beone 1522

gifts. In tho centre is shown the Ascension of Christ, a memorial to Joscph Roser,
Ir. by his parents, Mr. and Mes, Joseph Roser. On the right side the Angelic
Aunouncement to the Shepherds s a picture given by Mrs. Lucie Hadeler in mersory
of her husband, William Hadeler. To the left is the Resurcection scene, presonted

1]
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by Mrs. Anna Arriens in memory of her husband, Henry Arriens. The stane tabler,
2 memorial to M. and Mrs. Carl B. Scharfl is still on the right wall. The chance is

s lengea, The original windows of painted glass and divided into two parts by
wooder, mullions are also visible, In the fall of 1916 the exterior of the charch was
repuieted, the roof underwent repairs, and a new chimncy was buile. Rev. Herold
accepted 5 call to Obio in October 1916, He was succeeded in December by the
Rev. Henry Bruno Dickert who was stationed at thac time at New Brighton, S. 1.

Chsprer X111
THE CHURCH ENTERS A NEW ERA

Lt us digress for a moment to consider the fact that with the outbreak of the

World Wac on August 1, 1914 3 new age actually began for all Christendom. What

had been thought impossible because ead ealiphtenment, culture, and civil-

ization in the sworld, oosurred whon the leading nations of e eacth becsme involved

ina Eropean war that inflamed every continens o thrsstened to overthrow cisilis-

ehe Civil War, and now the call to arms was heard again i the land and the following

members saw service overseas or here in the States: Augustus Arriens, Carl Ebeling.

Pred Ebliog, Eugens ik Carl Fran, Clrk Trderics, Edwart s, Flogs
EHenneman, Georse Maldt, Chasles Voght, Victor Voght, and Henry Wieneke.

The period which folowed the great war revsaled the ffects of this universal
catasizophe upon the faith tnd mordls of thousands and showed how it had wpronted
e Heaitm oF preowas years. The Church i Araerica Sured 2 setback in various

< this country had prafited <t ially, so that she had many more

o mtice villge shased in the unpecsdentet good forenno of posimar busine
commorce, and ndus

¢ mide of the war years the Lutheran Chrch in tis county sa thes
Nistore Symots g o she Teed Eathetan Charch 1n under
dency of dhe Rev. Frederick . Knubel, D. D. of New otk Famiis memes i
phencmensl growth wers to follow. We shall see how the general trend

e yemana yese sl et o dhumch.

he presic

[
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At the optning of ke year 1917 the New Common Service Book of the
UL C A e o 1 ahe meviere. om0 wnemns o e
Protustan Reformation was duly ohsersen
Wagner Memorial Lutheran College the sum of $1020

two brass electric post lemps given by Mrs. Charles Shaper, two hymn
Loving remembeance of Jalio . Frederics and o wite Loeiss Wane, & mm.m

service book given by Charlos Kese in memory of his mother, black chancel hangings
in Temory of Mrs. William Schrell and given by her daughter Mrs. Jon Hime. The
gears 19151924 erded with il balances in

prospeced, Jesderabip of Pasto Dickrs e congeg

s sppropriately ceebraed. Guest reiters wo R
Paul Kaster,

Two new furnaces were installed in 1921 The financial sacretary, Will
Miller, zeported that the pledgos toward cucrent cxpenses for 1925 had increased 20
£ 1920 the benevoler

over those of 1920, and that the b fand Rad more than doubled that of the
greions yoan The conregstion willigly raited s apporionmens o 56640 fox

e, Good wil and gaod fortuse had roWERE mors prosperons deys so
a5 Yot

Chapter X1V
A MARVELOUS TRANSFORMATION

come to ons of

congregation. Oy the bullding of the present edifice in 1871 su

e Commites on Altrtions now proceeded o the actal wok of remodel-
ing. Mombers of this aroRy were Rev. Dickers el m 1. Roser snd
eotus 1. ier (ofthe Corer Commey Laura Micrbence (Ladhes A Soceess
Mxs, Sanford E, Planck (Willing Workers), Christing Carswell (Luther Lesgue),

[35]
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i seeiced semres and devio 5 oo S e ndeesaing,
420 then, ogaged M. Linn Kinne of Uiide  somperot srchbec o s doins
P Mr. Kinne's drawings called for an auditorium in Old Colomial
siyle with 3 cutved celing, vaulted windens, pareiod o pitasersd wall, a5 o Susns
arched chancel, the whole to be enhanced by bandsome moldings and capitals and

sids

e appearance of the dear, old charch, bt these alterations needed fhe added touch
o love and piety, which only gifts and memorials dedicatad o loved onos can Lend,
to give them the proper warmih and adorment.

Pastor Dickert was entrusted with the task of solieiting memorisls, but to his
.

B vass M Juco Bbeies e et o1 conded itk paraments in the 1
coters, embroidered in gold, the Ladies Aid Soc:

ince 1871 the windsws conisiaed traneperent glass painted in g
sesgns Thore mere sow eplaced by cgh i, stined-glass ot 4o

ese o The sequesce of subjacts from east
Lo west and thels Gosers ate as follows: The Kadieits, Mo, aad Hre. Menso. Rures

(3]
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7 (e Pociort, the Birbaner and Heiser Famils; Tho Good Shapherd

nd M
Birs. Joseph Rosers Christ in G-rhsma
Morm, the Family of Valen

Minster and Fami

ind lobby
indos ity o last medulhons wers oncicn,We reed nox Hes o e
Comsasiors Who mads povare ehs mesutfo and ensrged Homs of o
a1 hat they 4 thefc work well, The cout of siertions and memeriale
o thanthe cont of buildin th prese charch n 1871, andamounted o sovronts
Frately 375006, suealy o peinedly e 1o give 1o the glocy of e Triene Go e
e beauitaaton o 1tis oy Cemplal o method of rafsing the funds acssrsiry
improvements was fouedolds () by cash wbscrlptionss @) by momorial

Rt T verk o, 0 b v oF 18 22 AR e o e

The congrepation rejoiced at shis apportunity to sworship the Lord in
he beauy of Raliness and i the holiness o beautr.  The Terger and handsomor
sanctuary exceeded all their expectations, and well it might, for thoy now possessed

e o the Suest and most charchly sanciaaties in the entire Mohaw Vahes, € not 1
the Staze. Glag were they to dedicate this holy place, for “the glory of this latter
house was greater than of the former”.

s sevices o edicuion wese beld an Sunday, Novamber ¢, 3925, Tae
iiting miisters s-l!he!m with Pastor Dickert and his happy people in the Sunday
1

dien

choie,conrat tole,and intrumndal doe e s, A i sevice the Senﬂtﬂ“
Kirs . Reicharde preact

eaiealon oRernge of e day seachen th selei vos ok $530. G- she i

Wednesday evering 3 congrogations] hanquet brought to a close the festivitics of

aedication,

uing s eventsl perod, 19171523, the 1ast vusigs of the Gorman
anguage s th seroee andtcscning o sn St on o Somins Scncl Benpeneed
catiely. The pastar 0d. b flock desired fhes orguntsation o be Known at St
Jobss Bvanguical Lutharan Chureh and v bas boen o oame ove e, T
February 1954 Rev. Dichert received & call 1o Pitsfeid, Mase. and om My 565 he
Segen e sty there

(3]



Chapter XV
FROM PROSPERITY TO DEPRESSION

- hearing several candidstes, the congregation extended a call ta the Rev.
Reiahaid . Sels of Broskviie, P vy aceepicn and came 1o Sy e

Presen Barsonage o Wheslck 51, Bosght i 1926

Pastor Stol2 and Mrs. Stolz and their thres sons, Paul, Joha and James, moved i
thin e parsonads socn i, Aftr the vllge bourd had pused al th'styses "ot
ajoharie, the church graded its curbing and sidewalks in 1925, The a,,.gug..m
sl voted for tha merder of the New York Miniteciumn. ihe Syrod. of
w Englard, end the New York Synod, into he United Lutheran
New York, and so instructed it delegates to the special convéntion of the
Mivisterium at Albany, November 10,.1925. It was voted o place the valuable
records of this historic ¢hurch in o secure place. Through Mr. Edward W. Shineman
room was found in the safe of (he Beech-Nut Packing Co., but luter they were de-
osited in the vault of the Canajoharie National Bask.

The 80tk anniversary was observed October 11, 1925. Pastor Stelz preached
the analvetaey terman o1 the moraing erviet, and’cereral nUEhOOHog Chutehes
[y

gusst preachee was the Rev. Charles R. Myers, D. D., president of Hartwick Semi.
1y, 0 e esnion of confined members in (' seniog, (5 Svsker was the
Rev. Henry Dicker

In the Wagner Collsge Endowment Campaign of 1926 this church raised §2,480
in pledges and subscriptions. Pastor Stolz consented in 1927 to preach at the Luthran

(X5
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Church in Freysbush and to campaign for funds in the Hartwick Seminary drive. In
June 1927 ha tendersd his resignation, the same to take efect August 31, 1927. The
Lonercaation sccopred it 4nd om Sepiambor 1o he cormonsed b ebors at Pila:
delphia.

On November 1, 1927 the Rev. Herman Frederick Vesper of Hudso

the country's wealth in
evena mug. are ould
et an

ion Fund Campaign of the U. L. C. A. and oxceeded its quota of $1972 by
P $5350.

A bolt of lightning seruck tho high stesple of the
top ane

“The printed program
seen for miles around, and s classical Colorial style harmonizes better with the
il ashiactoze of e soitsium, My the crotsromned somer

ind sait Continue to lift up eyes and hearts toward heaven, the
sty o ot P wansgirad smasees ot dedication n ovr Niors,

(3]
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Sepuember 2426 1928 the Albary Confarence f the OId New York
Mimtesim hid n tis cweh o ot cosvention befor exger of the three
o, which tock viece the Iolloing Tuner The costrmars hospitiy revaton
i shenlace, snthsiaen, and good Eollomshin, e Conforence encected the
record of provious

The Gt Lot and Organ

n Jume 1620 the congrseation set Pasar Voeper and Wil . Rose to the
bistoric gatbericg of theee Now York Sate Synod 4t St Tobm's Chirch Aluony,
Fioro was cons

frr scrstary of s rogonal grou of cigh
the united Synox

of Now York, tress

Later in June Camajobarie abscrved the 100th ammiversary of its incorporation
and the sesqui-centennial of the SalivanClinton Expedition. pageant
was presented on the Shaper lot, and mary rs taok part in this produc-
tion. O -y morning a great outdoor church scrvice was conducted on the

eounds, all villzge churches, with their pastors and cholrs parcicipating.
A grand pas cort, and freworks wore furthor features of this J

cetcbration which attracted thousands of persons from near and far.

same month the church was the recipient of a beautiful, silver and gold
eptamal sh, o gt of Chrininm Curewel, amd of v slve and wilk ok, murk for

o domor buing Bertha Reamon. In Decomber Mr. and Mrs. W, J.
semted thee elavad charch with & handsome st of Fue steles,
il in the five scelesisstical colors and mbroidered with gold
crmabole, thoy were a e 8adition ta the pasior’s vesimeRts.

14



e eae 1929 ciosed with sbsancia balances i the tressuccsof the congre
n hand December 1, $522.

ol foriterk ik ety

Chapter XVI
FORWARD THROUGH THE GLOOM

congregation went sceadiiy forward in 1930, It raicod the Jargest appor-
ttonment for bensvolence in its long history, sendiag 81,200 to the treasurer of Synod
It 4lso sent away $511 as unapportioned benevalence. The Constitution of 1919 was
brought wp-to-date.
Extensive itoatons o the Suntay Schosl soom, Kitchen and pastor’s trudy
incinded new Aooring, redecoration, new cquipment, and searrangement, so that the
entire basement of the church assumed sn fmproved appearance.

«. Johu's Church also began to take 3 wider interest dn. the alics of the
Luheran Churen whe one o 1o cmber skiemded th bemsil comvantion of he
United Lutheran Church at Mitwankes, Wis. Willism J. Roser was present at this
Rathering 25 an accredited delegate of the United Luihersn Synod of New York.

Tho pator wisaa sigacad G0 repraset e ync, b ould ot stend, o was
clected i that yea €0 the Board of Trustces of Hartwick Aca

unday, November 9, 1920 the congregation abserved the 95th amniversary.
of its ﬁrgimzauon e improssvs service.” A the requet of ki peogle Ren

3. ogram
CF tne day s 8 mtable conribution ro fa beauty and impreesivenes of 1he wrvicon.
The 95th snnivereary committer members were Res. Vesper, chalrman, Bimer
Shineman, Mrz. A. A. Arrions, Laura Sierbauer, and C. Paul Shaper.

193 tho village auiboriies 1ad g condits intallad i the srects
s o et e peage s e B o e sl el znd
e progeins contimuct, Tra serscer somtomien 1o v wel artenced,th socioies
Tapcea feielly, sho sum of 31152 was sea <o Syuod fox appostioned benevolence,
a5d twenty-four persons were added to the membErShip.

(441



z " ) 3

Wit for & s of ycace St Mk nd S, Johay Churches had i or
i n festival service in Octobor, a Tequest was recoiv yesr
and Reformed Churches asking whether they might sot uaite

Lushorans in <hs scevice, Tn cepiy hey wore. condiliy Snolod sith she
ondsstandinghoweves,that (e castom of Eotmse yoars b somimaed, i S seroice

o be held alternately in Lutheran. Churches, the pastor of one churs
preaching in the ocher. On Nnvvrmh:r 1 such a uaion sorvice was held In St. Johr's
Ghursh, Rev. Willan Buum, D. D. presched o 3n tuarce it compleely 7ed

o iy T iher minsocrs pariipebing b che comaemy e

The entize community was sbocked in the carly part of 1932 by the sudden

nerable hist ury e Ao e ane e ey s e
rrisburg, P

Sorrow and Joy alternsted in 1932 as in other years. On July 20th the village

n the chich basemont, with music of Washiog

Although the depression harsassed many churches during 1932 St Joho's
people could report a balance of $218.55 in the church treasury at the end of the year,
and the societies also had adequate sums in their coffers, all of which testified to their

rch o memory of M. and ek, Charles Snivemsn, Mive Elsabesn Shineman, s
Mr. and Mrs. Theodore Groffman.

O B Sundey, A 16,193 3 andsome, ambridered e
s was Py ory
O Sunday,
e ihnce condien war
Helen Wanar Miller G505 1552t o che e o€ M wu e, M 6 ehen
and M.

The year 1933 brought the economic slwmp in which the whols world had
Become involved to its lowese point, Yet the ficances of the church did not suffer
anduly. At the end of this year the church treasiror reported a balance of $330.95.
The sum of $593 was sent to Treasurer Weler of the Synod and $100 was sent him
For apecial colicctions.

1451



Chapter XVIT
LOVE NEVER FAILETE

Photostat copiss of the church records, covering the years 1835-1882, ware

e st i e Uiy in Kibany. An b Aol pized with

some two dox
g.p.my mosk SAthEully sver since, and (hey slso assit the pastor at Holy
Cormm

e 1554 brougs back improved sconomic conditins to ths couney 2t
si

s o e Junior Chai

cr Bster he pastor orgaized o Yuror Loagas of the members of the
conimmtion she Tt beocatucrette sesice of the Camajoharis High Sehoot
rasuating clss was 61d in i chuschin June. Such s sevete had oo becn bl
here in.

41
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The . Jobi's Church bad o pat yeass aesisted wesker chuscher
i el 2ent and b sondesed povsom

oot show. " mas e e of Re Vespe o Tomm: whe Secmuhe Winden
P

This o has its awn past

b wnd\(wm ul forme‘r st ot ook sevngor buren s mtoad 1o b the
burdens

netno asatve smivesazy ccarred o Noverber 4 when the Sunday Schel

celebrated its 90tk annivetsary. The childsen and teachers marched fato the church,

opriate service, and heard 2 Rne address by the Rev. Pasl C. White,

e last 25 years Geoege

‘thess happs
O ring e congratelatiors of she Churen which hese deur DooRle hed served 5o
long and weil

Chapter XVII
THE FIRST CENTURY CLOSES

‘The Year 193¢ closed with total receipts considerably above those of the two
srovions yeas, For benvolent cases 3 ol of 168w wned and for cornt

o
Snnday ‘Schiool 112. The praperty of the congregation was valued 3s follows: Church

[
distress, but clinging to God with an wnshakble aith
I, S e it o Fras L. Schert 55 Syrcuos 10009
and of the William H. Reamon family.

e commicuency of i congoefuion is o tonses conined o persems with
German sntecedents, though, of-course, these ate still in the majority. Today there
e S, Seorch, Bussisn, Coecho.Slvakian, Swredish, and Dusch members 32 well

(o1
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s Qintacdy Ameicen adherdnus, Concord and Farmony reien amon them, and tho
fatare s bright with pror The prescnt pastorate is the langest ir
of e congreption nd Wil reach s eighen tesione on 2.

ad Wics. Vesper enjoy tho love and ostoom of thsir fellow-Christians with whor

They bave shared sereon and o7 o ng a period. The faithful sexton, Lowis
Frosch, umber of years kept the chusch property neat and clean.
sl plans for the obsorvance of the 100th anmiversary were shaped in the

2
£ of las yoar. The Contenial Commitice consisa of the pastos 2 hairm, i

[PTT———

(D et of the cclbration tas bocn s for October €5 (o 19t 1655, Plns for
its worthy observance are going farward. In e fem of €. W Debaleain and
on of Urica radeserated the choreh auditorium. chele 1ot and obb

< given  new fnich and the lighting systom was improved. The Tumor League i
planning to present an clectric clock for the church kitchen, an S S class of

e is a bronze light for tho pulpit as Centennial gif
ltntd sy of s svsgrsgtion wil byttt chroicl of cons e
the “labor of love” cf the pastor. A apecial fund will be gathered 2

ather
it Totmer cveciumens. The proftan Tor e colbrasion nchater ot Sestun

[4]
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services, a reception ta the former pastors, a pilgrimage o the grave of Rev.
Eisexlord, the Founder, and the convention of Eastern Conference Womes's
Missionary Societies 4 the "grand fnale” of the festivities.

call this a history of the congregation, but we sealize how little the story.
ucwllly Ll . No doubt, the sattation becoraes e Gl st monoronous

isnl, matcie facts bave bee recordsd, thomoe important and ineresting
Tme ate s, ok s, s Rhich e misrstandingly 12y e clouk of St
Hiskory was ofeen moade by organizations. and. Their 307 it recocded in smotae
article; The charch feterds preserves she ascount of satérml facte. The pragress

The Chonch o Totay
spelted success for the church, s
well as for the comeunity. St John's was bound to succeed!

May the long sty of his venorable church comvince shose o the younger

© lines, that there must be something worthwhile in an

rom o be s s bundred Gars 10, My i Inegire soem to lave

to pray for it, to labor % heir children and coming gererations may also
e g i ovy the Crureh of Gvio o Basiom.

The vitalty and the simelestness of rus relision sive tts survival values

s the maters o the Moy Rive, on whose barks e, Cangregarions Thec
St m e, S oy

as patsed by them, bringing ¥ o, mere, betst, loyatien
nvertions, tid disksvericn .

ancimmgeabls founds Reicing o i Sentuey of sisd

but_triumphant faith, grateful to the Almighty Head of the Church for His
providential gaidance, hopefa e
Change 20 decay in all around I sce;
©, Thou Who changest not, abide with me.
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ORGANIZATIONS

THE CHURCH COUNCIL

ot the aucliay organizacions of & congrogation are il factos in e
hich ean not be denied.  Fiees and foremost Imporian
over

i
nsan princsies, Christan. <harity and Eencronts, ana. satve
aaministeation of the church's business.

The prosont Church consists of the following men, many of whom
have served s e Inmfnny o ansliohly for swans: Brosone, Wikhom
. Roter; Secretary, Geor

Joha C.
Shtmemens Craris 3, vmmm, Floyd Honghialin. Jom Kinkhart (aged 92)
an honoracy mea Commite
o composed o Chrstins Curowen, Toropn Singer, i Eyseveth Reo

THE SUNDAY SCHOOL

e onpaniaaton af she church 3 schosl ol reition was
esaioned for yuu(h On August 4, 1844 3 parish school was voted fo be formed

y ert. M: n Lauea
Blermuser ot she winivs. - T sahoet co-oportes i conbucing » Dty Vacuion
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Biblo ko i che summer, sponsors an oudoor and an indoss piais evey you,
offringsfor issons, sends “white gl to some worthy
K i€ fined e Ml Ny Lm'h.run

the superintendent ate secretaey, Charlotte Kirsch;
on: rade vol, Moo, B. T

THE LADIES AID SOCIETY

industrious and courageous mothers, wives, and daughters of the

o ey e o he Bt Wobnasday sternann of cvey o 5§ B 3.
THE LUTHER LEAGUE

As the mothers, so did the daughters of the congregasion show their love and
Iovalty to it at an early period. Soon afcer the present church was erected a society
of Joung women became active in faising funds and in placing their time and talents
$% tne dioposal of thets church Thia eroup of yount Latherans carned 3 sum of

an sltaz, zad 2 baptismal font for the

2 $100 was presente

t of decos
e ors wee: Tresidons, Kimer Swnemans vice-presdont, M. Daiel C.

(5]
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Shaper; corrssponding secretasy, Blizabeth Reamon; fnaseial sooretary, Florence D.
Shinermans treasurer, Christina Carswell. The duce of the rcting 7o the rst Tocodey
of each month. There are ninety members.

THE WILLING WORKERS

12 momer of young women organized a society whose object should be
s of 00 deeds. Wherever Christian
ot

e
+ secretars, Mrs. Edwin Davics;
treasurer, Lovise Grofi. The membership is seventy.
THE MEN'S SOCIETY

“The man power of the church, when osganized, becomes one of ifs most
valusbl assets. Not all the men can serve on the Church Council, but in an organi-
zution Jinked definitely o the charch, various talents ané abifities may be applicd.
As far back as 1876 3 “Macnncrchor”, or singing society, was sponsored by the Council

4 Shape
Joresh Singor. Tho sociary s 74 merbers nd moets on e thicd Monday of sach
month

THE WOMEN'S MISSIONARY SOCIETY

nerent in home and foreign misions may b rced (0 th swlcst yuars. We
can understand, however, that the tasks. ing a_congregation and acquiring
propery for worst let e room for the support of missions or he. formation

s for missions and the reading of the literature wers the limits of
missionary activity for many vears. In 1926, however, a Women's Missionary

£s521
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Sosiey was exgeraed by Mrs, Reikold Scls, the pastors i, She hecame s
nd urer were M

€ o, M,
e e sl meganime socerity, Moo, I—:hﬂbem gt il et
Shineman: secretary, Mrs. Fred Hammecsmit!

THE JUNIOR LEAGUE

Theze hava bean young people's socieies 3 junier enguet fn Gays gone by.
v 2 contimious existence. The Luther League attracted some

urther cfiort 1 consalidate

Presens oledes are: Beasiuns, Wilhar
o vieesrestaan, Toun Setoke: sereies, Domi Hpreon: vossere, Monon
Makr; chaplain, Maricn Hagathome. The society has sixteen members.

THE USHERS' ASSOCIATION
v the purpose of interesting the young raen in the worship services of the

church an s ssncason

Sundsy co

Jr. and the membership i sbout the sume. The young men are serving vey
Scceptably, theis response having been most gratifying,

[s31



* ) ] +

THE SENIOR AND JUNIOR CHOIRS

i the s accampanimens i charch services was st supplied by g

fork and base violin, ther by  melodeon, then by a pipe organ whose bellows were

sumped by 4 o thn by the moders, Gieciicaly driven, pipe orgen, 5o the choir
ompaniment has undergone an evolution from small beginaings. Voluntcer

pentes tape he oo ecd aream, f lodeon, of he Srst s, W b

Sievch 1564t Fues pie organ w Inscaiod, M, Josesh

e emlar oreasis, Th instrament s sold o un b7 eves Cranes for 875

o, Charc T uyin s melodous for 350 The L he service was learned,
el v e by ool Arton Kiractner ity sehast o sipers in 1676
oma Tiee (o Mrs. B. C. Fox) was orgenist in the 1860's, receiving $40 2 year for

her services.

Ia October 1885 Miss Laura Bierbauer accoptod the position as organist, and
with umusual devotion, aitafulness, and self-sacrifice she has continued to play wntil
sow,  period of ity years. He:

bration, when the congregation will delight to pay hor 2 ttiog tribute for her long
service.

el e and Somelo wsices v b heard it choi fox mary v,
a0t boice he Froniont sining o anhers, he choiz b given et ad rvorios

1
ook wampice and <ap. s choir cisbanded later, but in December 1634 Re

processianal and recessional with the pastor every Sunday morning. Several anthems
Have boen sua very well by these girls, and thoir swoet voices 2dd considerably to
the beauty of the service. The Jusior Choir has the following members: Joan
Seroka (president and recording scretary) ; Irma Sieterly in charge of wardeobe)
Doris Hambrecks, Barbas Frcdorics, Mary Vogel, Burle Froweh, Mary Frvs
Betty Knelleken, Melissa Hagarbome, Florence Rass, Betty Tamsett, Mary Conad,
Eity Wagecr, Mary Serokt Tome Steul, and Margaret Hilger

. Those who sing in the Senior Choir are: Mra. Louis H. Miller, Mrs. John
Contod, Mee, Stenley Garlock, Charlotte Rubert, sopranos; Mrs, William 1 Rouer,
Mrs. Mary Shaver, Mabel Smith, altos; Elmer A. Shineman, Myron Crimshas

tenors; William J. Roser, bass.

[541



